HERA – Humanities in the European Research Area

Joint Research Programme: “Uses of the Past”

The HERA Joint Research Programme “Uses of the Past” wants to create opportunities for collaborative, transnational humanities-led research, among academic and non-academic partners from a wide spectrum of arts and humanities disciplines that will result in new insights, relevant to major social, cultural and political challenges facing Europe and the world. The focus is to comprehend the different ways in which our understandings and representations of the past have had and have significant impact on our present and future.

The project proposal intends promoting knowledge exchange and transfer among a Network of European Straits on tangible (landscape, territory, built-up-areas) and intangible (myths, traditions, memory, technical and traditional cultures) cultural heritage, with the goal to set up actions for recovering the memory and culture of these peculiar sites, guarantee their protection and promote their improvement. This knowledge help understanding how cultural diversity grew up and the dynamics by which shape and direct it both in and for the future.

In particular the project proposal, starting from the strengthening and/or implementation of the young Network E.S.I. “European Straits Initiative”, coherently with respective aims, wants to promote the development of new and/or ongoing research actions through the advancement of “good practices” for addressing the use of the past in technical and material culture, urban spaces, landscape, costumes and tradition.

The project intends proposing a Straits’ Virtual Museum, realized through a set of multidisciplinary and multimedia actions, setting down material forms and media of historical knowledge and managing them for future transformation and development.

A “Museum en plein air”, an architecture as real as virtual, that is beginning to look contemporaneously also as a “journey” into the past, into the history, into the myth, up to the present, for drafting the future.

A geographical and territorial museological system made up of virtual catalogues, active sections for documentation and virtual reality, representation and prototyping of cultural heritage and landscape. But also a structure made up of distances covered, ways, innovative use-systems, workshops, distributed and/or mobile creative laboratories, info-mobility network, as well as equipment for simulation and/or prefiguration of all that isn’t any more visible and/or isn’t now much visible, but, that, on the other hand characterizes, both landscape, and territory  as well as environment.

The Straits’ Virtual Museum is a network and it is double-fronted: it looks at the past, at the historical, geographical and iconographical identity for updating it and at the same time turns dynamically to the future for sketching out the possible outlines of future development and history.
